IgE-binding molecules on human Langerhans cells.
We have recently demonstrated that normal human Langerhans cells are able to bind IgE. The study of IgE-binding molecules on normal LC led to the characterization of three distinct structures able to bind IgE, viz. the low affinity receptor for IgE, Fc epsilon R2/CD23, the so-called IgE-binding protein epsilon BP which is the human homologous of the murine Mac-2 antigen, and finally the high affinity receptor for IgE, Fc epsilon RI. In this review, we summarize the most recent data on these structures and their putative physiological relevance is discussed with regard to the atopic disease.